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Elizabeth Scarborough Mascia of

Evelyn Cleveland Davis of Black

Edmund LeRoy has retired after 26 years

Briarcliff Manor, N.Y., was honored May 1

Mountain, N.C., a training consultant

as professor of music at Rollins College

by the Louis August Jonas Foundation for

for Wycliffe Bible Translators and SIL

in Winter Park, Fla., and is now professor

her community leadership and service.

International, is included in the 2009

emeritus. He is relocating to Charleston, S.C.

The celebration, held at the Harvard Club

edition of Who’s Who in America, Who’s

A TRIBUTE TO A TRUE AMBASSADOR FOR FURMAN ..........................................................................................................................

in New York City, was part of a benefit for

Who in American Education and Who’s
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the foundation and for Camp Rising Sun,

Who in the World.

Ronnie L. Jowers of Atlanta, vice president

There was a grand funeral held in Daniel Chapel

with which Lib has long been associated.

In a fitting tribute to Randy, the farm stand that

of health affairs and chief financial officer

sells produce from the university’s organic garden has

The camp is an eight-week international,

59

of the Alumni Association — Randolph Williams

been named in his honor. As Angela Halfacre ’91,

full-scholarship leadership program for

This year is reunion!

Emory University for the last 18 years,

Blackwell ’63, who died May 13 after a brief illness.

Furman’s director of sustainability, says, “Randy planted

gifted and talented students from more

William F. “Billy” Cave has been elected

has been recognized by Cambridge Who’s

the first plant in the new organic garden in 2008, and

than 30 countries. The foundation also

to the board of directors of the South

Who for his dedication, leadership and

the board of trustees at its spring meeting, recapping

he has been a tireless advocate for our sustainability

recognized Lib for her civic and philan-

Carolina State Museum Foundation, the

excellence in all aspects of financial

the year’s activities. He had only recently been in my

efforts. His enthusiasm, kindness, energy, friendship,

thropic endeavors. Among many other

private support and fundraising arm of

management. He is a member of the

office to plan our fall meeting. He was excited about

and welcoming and open nature have been particularly

contributions, she was founding president

the museum. He is the managing princi-

boards of several Emory-related hospitals

finding volunteers to work in the organic garden near

appreciated by Furman’s Center for Sustainability.

of the Day Care Center of the Tarrytowns,

pal of Reliance Trust Company in Atlanta.

and serves on the planning committee

“His ideas and support for our efforts to reach

Cliffs Cottage, the Southern Living sustainable home.

out to the community about sustainable practices and

Randy was the quintessential alumnus. He was
from a great Furman family. His father was Gordon W.

ways of thinking have been a model for our students

Blackwell, eighth president of Furman. Both of Randy’s

and all the Furman family. His tireless desire to support

children are alumni, and his son, Frank, also serves on

“In the short period of time that we had to know

the organic garden has helped Furman make great

the Alumni Association Board of Directors. Two of his

each other, I grew to love him and his beautiful wife,

strides in sharing the message of sustainability in real

three siblings are alumni, and his late brother Gordon

June, very much. Furman is a better place because

and lasting ways with our students and the greater

had been a member of Furman’s board.

of Randy Blackwell.”

community. Randy will be sorely missed.”

Randy had the unique ability to make you feel that
you were one of his closest friends. He had hundreds
of them. His positive attitude and enthusiasm made
people feel good.
As the president of the Alumni Board, his goal

Chris Brown ’89, president-elect of the Alumni
Association, shared these thoughts:
“It is hard to find the words to express how saddened I am over Randy’s death. I developed a deep
sense of admiration and respect for Randy once I was

But Randy would not want for us to mourn for

which is named in her honor. She is

of Woodruff Health Sciences Center of

of the Association of Academic Health

a founder of Abbott House, which assists

62

abused, neglected and abandoned children

The Rotary Club of Greenwood (S.C.)

executive, professional and entrepreneur

and their families, and was a member

recently presented Roger Stevenson

biographies and is a premier resource

of the citizens’ committee that led to the

its Community Service Award and made

for business networking.

establishment of the Family Court System

a $1,000 contribution to Rotary Polio Plus

Ken Shigley was recently elected treasurer

in New York’s Westchester County.

in his name. This is the club’s highest

of the State Bar of Georgia, moving up

award and recognizes outstanding resi-

from secretary. He practices law with

dents for living up to Rotary’s ideal of

Chambers, Aholt & Rickard, LLP, in Atlanta.
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Centers. Cambridge Who’s Who publishes

“Service Above Self.” Roger joined the

its newest Boeing 777LR aircraft to former

Rotary Club of Greenwood in 1975 and
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company CEO David C. Garrett, Jr. Dave,

started the Greenwood Genetic Center

Jay Bocook, director of athletic bands

a former Furman trustee, became Delta’s

about the same time. The club determined

and lecturer in music at Furman, has been

The best tribute to him would be for all alumni

president in 1971 and CEO in 1978.

that his vision, determination and inspi-

elected to the Drum Corps International

excited about all of the great things happening at
Furman now.

was to help all Furman alumni, but especially the

elected to the Alumni Board. He was so generous with

to capture a bit of his enthusiasm by participating in

In 1983 he was named chair of the

ration have taken the genetic center and

Hall of Fame. DCI, a non-profit organiza-

Alumni Board, know more about the wonderful things

his time and support when I came on the board, and

the annual fund, attending an athletic event, telling

company’s board of directors and held

the J.C. Self Research Institute of Human

tion based in Indianapolis, Ind., is dedicated

going on at Furman, from Asian Studies to sustain-

that support continued as we began to work together

a high school student about Furman, volunteering

all three of those positions until he retired

Genetics to the highest levels of medical

to promoting drum corps activity and

ability to athletics to admissions. He was amazed

on the Executive Committee the past two years.

to help on campus, or hosting an alumni event.

in 1987. He remained on Delta’s board

science, offering medical services to

marching music performance for students

until 1994.

families and children afflicted with

ages 13 to 21.

when a professor or staff member would spend time

“He was a ‘feel good’ person in the sense that

The possibilities are as endless as Randy

I always felt better about myself after having been with

work at Furman. Randy would catch their enthusiasm

him. He had a gift for making others feel special, and

Memorials may be made to the Randy W.

and try and share it with everyone else.

it is a trait I have tried to emulate in my own life. I was

Blackwell Memorial Fund at Furman, 3300 Poinsett

John T. James is retired after serving as

65

always impressed by his true passion for Furman and

Highway, Greenville, S.C. 29613.

pastor of seven different churches in Florida

Trenton Connelly has been called as

Catalyst Telecom, a sales unit of ScanSource,

over a period of 50 years. He now lives

pastor of Enoree Baptist Church in Travelers

Inc., has named Bruce Meyer of Greenville

in Charlottesville, Va.

Rest, S.C., where he had been interim

vice president of merchandising. He brings

pastor since last September. He retired

more than 25 years of experience to the

from Prater’s Creek Baptist Church

position, having previously served as vice

in Pickens, S.C., in 2003.

president of global marketing for direct

Clare Folio Morris ’83, who succeeds Randy as
Alumni Association president, says, “Randy was one

how he loved to talk about it. He was an ambassador

of those larger-than-life people you rarely meet in your

for our alma mater in so many ways.

lifetime. He brimmed with bonhomie (so appropriate

“His leadership and devotion to Furman and our

to Furman — right?), and you couldn’t help but bask

board will be greatly missed. He will be a hard act

in the glow of his flat-out, full-tilt enthusiasm.

to follow.”
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— TOM TRIPLITT ’76

The author is director of the Alumni Association.
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genetic birth defects.

of the Brazos Valley Public Broadcasting
Foundation in central Texas. The foundaKWBU and radio station KWBU-FM.
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David A. Merline, Jr., of Greenville,
a shareholder in the firm of Merline &
Meacham, P.A., was selected by his peers
for inclusion in the 2009 edition of The
Best Lawyers in America in the areas
of corporate law, employee benefits law,
tax law, and trusts and estate law. He
was also named a Super Lawyer in the
Corporate Counsel edition of Super
Lawyers Magazine.
George Singleton, author of two novels
and four collections of short stories, is the
recipient of a 2009 Guggenheim Fellowship from the John Simon Guggenheim
Memorial Foundation. The awards go
to individuals who have demonstrated
exceptional capacity for productive scholarts. George, who teaches creative writing
at the South Carolina Governor’s School
for the Arts and Humanities in Greenville,
will use the $40,000 award to work on
his forthcoming novel Side Notes for
a New Grudge.
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Hal Hanlin has rejoined the Columbia,
S.C., law firm of Callison Tighe & Robinson,

with the board, sharing their enthusiasm for their

Blackwell’s love for Furman!

Network, has become president and CEO

arship or outstanding creative ability in the

On June 10, Delta Air Lines dedicated

him. Instead, we should honor his memory by getting

television for the Maine Public Broadcasting

tion runs Waco public television station

on Furman’s campus May 16. It was for the president

Just a few weeks before, Randy had spoken with

Joe Riley, previously vice president for

79
This year is reunion!

LLC. He is a member of the South Carolina
Bar Association, the Richland County Bar
Association and the Columbia Tax Study
Group.

accounts with KEMET Electronics.
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